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Whatts the bottom line that pulls one up by their boot
straps and determines how they act? What does one do
when the crunch comes in having to decide between
upholding core human values central to an agreed upon
Universal Declaration of Human Rights (and other UN
conventions) and that of contradictory government
policy? The answer to these two questions is being
played out in front of us at present in Australia with
the situation of mandatory detention of asylum seekers
and refugees. The Government is holding fast to its
policy with its Minister doing her job while several
Government backbenchers, with Petro Georgio in the
lead, introducing two Bills into parliament demanding
a change to this inhumane legislation. We can Thank
God for Petro and those supporting the Bills and pray
that their integrity and courage be strengthened. We
must pray as well that those just doing their jobs may
see not just with eyes of the party line but with human hearts
full of compassion.

We are at a serious crossroad in this country T we need those
we elect to parliament to act in this fashion:

€ to watch over the community and its parts;
but in protecting private individuals in their rights,
chief consideration ought to be given
to the weak and the poor.
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We are along way from this ideal but we must keep reminding
these people that, that is their duty. We must, in solidarity
and following the leadership of so many leaders of faith
communities, continue to lobby for change. Its crunch time
for all of us and, especially as religious women and men, we
have a job to do and ités a tall order. If we are to continue
to live into our prophetic role in the church and society we
cannot be safe ships in the harbour because that is not what
the ships are built for T we have the ability and capacity to be
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out riding the rough seas of our current context T speaking
very loudly and publicly about the injustices around us.

So we say: what do | do? Do | sit back and bemoan the
terrible policies and state of affairs or do | take action? We
live in a time when we have so much information about great
humanitarian disasters as well as a time of great change.
Maybe we need to ask: Do | succumb to both compassion
and change fatigue? It is very easy to do this but it means
that our fishipo is idle in the safe harbour.

Two very practical actions that any of us can easily take are
enclosed with this INFORM-ATION:

1) write to and support Petro Georgio and other MPs who
want change to the untenable mandatory detention

policy
) sign and get other people to sign the housing petition

which the Josephites will present to federal parliament
on Mary MacKillopds feastday on 8 August.
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Since March the SAO has joined with a local community association to establish a Microcredit project
that will enable women and children (especially those experiencing domestic violence) to enter suitable,
safe and affordable housing. The SAO is always looking for ways to keep connected with the grassroots
reality of the issues it lobbies on and this is an excellent example. The SAO would like to hear from any
other groups, especially ministries of religious congregations, who would like to network with us. Please
contact Annette Arnold for more details on (07) 3891 5866 or email annette@sao.clrig.org.au.
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